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Mary Walwyn, Widow of John Walwyn Eſq; Petitioner againſt the 
Right Honourable Charles Earl of Monmouth. 


O HN Watwys Eſq; the Petitioners Husband being but Tenant for lite of an Eftate of 400 /. per annum in the County of Hereford 
and having by the Petitioner two Sons both Lunaticks or Ideots, in whom the Inheritance of the ſaid Eſtate was; and having wo 
Daughters unprovided for, he being indebted and weak in Body, conſidering the ſad condition of his ſaid Family, and being not able 
to make any Joynture or Proviſion for his Wife and young Children, or payments of his Debts after his deceaſe ; he out of a pru- 
dential care to prevent his Sons falling into the hands of Strangers, and the better to ſecure his Creditors the Payment of their reſpeQive 
Debts did in his life time, viz, 26. Jane 1684. obtain a Patent to the Petitioners Mr. Serg, Geeres, and Robert Dobyns Eſq; for the Cuſtody 
of the Perſons and Eſtates of his ſaid Sons, the better to enable the Petitioner after his death to pay his Debts; and to make ſome Provi- 
fion for her ſelf, and other Children out of the Remainder of the Profits of the faid Eſtate 3 which ſaid Patent was afterwards renewed 
by the ſame Patentees, in the Reign of the late King James, bur being made only during pleaſure, it became void by the Demiſe of the 
ſaid late King James: Whereupon one of the ſaid Sons being then dead, the ſame Patentees obtained a new Order from the Lords Com- 
miſtioners of the great Sea], for renewing the ſaid Patent as to the ſurviving Ideot 3 but before the Patent was paſled, the Right Hono- 
rable the Earl of Mo»mouth, preferred a Petition to the faid Lords Commiſſioners for the Cuſtody to be granted to him; whereupon 
* Council were heard on both fides before the then Lords Commiſſioners 3 who, upon due conſideration had to your Petitioners own and 
her Families circumſtances, and the value of the Eſtate, did not think fit to grant the Cuſtody away from the Petitioner 3 but afterwards 
' the ſaid Ear] procured a Warrant from his Majeſty for the ſame to be granted to him the ſaid Earl, and then the Lords Commiſſioners in 
| obedience to His Majeſties Commands, did 29. Jar. 1689. Order and direct that the Petitioner ſhould have the keeping of the ſaid Son, 
 _ and that there ſhould be allowed and paid to the Petitioner out of the ſaid Eſtate, for the maintenance of her Self and the ſaid [deot, and 
| towards the Relief of his ſaid Siſters (which Siſters are both married and have between them 9 ſmall Children) the annual Summ of 200 l. 
. and the Surpluſage of the Rents and Profits to be anſwer'd and paid to the ſaid Farlof Monmonth ; and with theſe directions the (aid Lords 
Commiltioners did order a Grant to be pafted the great Sea], which Grant paſſed accordingly durante berneplacito as is uſual. But the faid 
Earl, not ſo contented, did afterwards obtain another Warrant from His Majeſty, bearing date on or about 5. Apr. 1690. directed to 
the ſaid Lords Commiſlioners for paſſing another Patent unto his ſaid Lordſhip, for the ſaid Cuſtody during the life of the Ideot : And 
the faid Lords Commiſſioners in obedience to His Majeſties Commands did order ſuch Grant ſhould paſs,but ſubject to the aforeſaid Order 
of the 29. Jar. then Jaſt paſt, which was ordered ſhould ſtand and be obſerved in all things, fave only as to the duration of the Ideocy. 
Which ſecond Patent pafſed the Seal ſoon after under the Reſtrictions aforeſaid. 
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Tho dunivg the time of the aforeſaid Proceedings his Lordſhip was pleaſed to promiſe, in regard the thing was harder on the Family 
than his Lordſhip at firit apprehended 3 That he would ſtop his Proceedings: Notwithſtanding his Lordſhip foon after ſent his Agents 1t1- 
to the Country, to gather up the Rents of the ſaid Eſtate, and not only that, but the Arrears of Rent due before his ſaid Patent, and 
took no Care for the maintenance of the Petitioner and her ſaid Son and numerous Family, : atcording to the aforeſaid Order : By reaſon 
of which the Petitioner and the Tenants of the Eſtate being well adviſed, refuſed to deliver up Poſlcfſion, or to attorn Tenants to him : 
And thereupon in Trinity Term 1690. petitiond the Lords Commiſhoners to grant him a Writ of Afliſtance to put him in Poſſeſſion of 
the ſaid Eſtate. But their Lordſhips well remembring the Matter ſo often before them declared ; That the Petitioners Caſe was a Caſe of 
very oreat Compaſſion, and that the Petitioner ſhould have what was ordered her: And their Lordſhips appointed a Day to hear al: 
Parties firſt, which Hearing the ſaid Earl was pleaſed to decline, as it may beprefumed, fearing their Lordſhips would not grant him 
what he by violence and force of Arms ſoon after polleſſed himſelf of, And by reaſon of his Lordſhips Peerage, the Petitioner durſt not 
proceed before the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners, to have a performance of the ſaid Order: And ſo matters reſted till the 1145. day of Aug, 
laſt paſt, On which day the ſaid Earl of Monmouth with a great number of Attendants, in a forcible manner entred the Capital Mefſuage 
of the ſaid Eſtate called Helens, in the ſaid County of Hereford, where the Petitioner with her ſaid Son and his Siſters, and their Hul- 
bands then lived ; and having got into the lower Rooms of the ſaid Houſe, and put the ſaid Siſters Husbands under a Guard, his Lord- 
ſbip the ſaid Earl of Monmouth with the Aſliſtance of other Perſons, broke open the two Doors of the Chamber, where the Petitioner 
and her ſaid Son and his Nurſe then were, and ſeized her ſaid Son, and ſo from that day being Tmeſday till Monday following kept him 
in the ſaid Chamber under a Guard, and afterwards carried him away, contrary to the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners Order, upon which 
his Patent was grounded. After which Surpriſal of the ſaid Houſe, the Tenants of the ſaid Eſtate were ſent for by the ſaid Earl of Mon- 
»:0uth, whom he threatned what he would do to them if they did not pay to him the Rents and Arrears, as well due before as lince his 
{aid Patent : By which means moſt of them paid his Lordſhip ſome Rents and Arrears, out of which he paid the Petitioner only roo 7. 
whereas there was then due to her above 400 /. for the maintenance of her ſaid Son and Family by vertue of the faid Order. 


Whilſt theſe things were carried on by his Lordſhip, his Lordſhip was pleaſed with one hand to ſeize the Perſon of the Petitioners 
"Daughter, with a Piſtol in the other hand, commanding her to ſhew to his Lordlhip the Chamber where the Ideot her Brother was, which 
ſhe being in extreme fright did do, and for what Reaſon 1s beſt known to his Lordſbip, likewiſe kick'd with his Foot the Petitioners 
Siſter 3 and his Lordſhip being asked by what Authority his Lordſhip did all theſe things, he one while told them he had a VVrit ot 
\(fiſtance, and that one Pennington was gone for the Sheriff; and at other times told them, that in Caſe they had given bim any Oppo- 
ition, he would have blown the Houſe up. And now his Lordſhip having in manner aforeſaid gotten Poſleſtion of the Petitioners ſaid 
on, Perſon, and Eſtate 3 the Petitioner and her ſaid Family are ſtript of all, and cannot go for Relief to any but the Right Honorable 
> Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 3 From whom the Petitioner implores their Lordſhips determination in the Premiſes, 
elicve the Neceſlitics of her Selt and Family, which are 2 Daughters and their 10 Children, who muſt fall under infupportable Pe- 
without their Lordſhips think fit to put them into the ſame Condition in which they were by the Patent of King Charles Il. and re- 
4 by the late King, for the ends and purpoſes aforeſaid, (viz.) the Payments of the Juſt Debts of the Petitioners Jate Husband, and 
te Provifion for a numerous Family. 


